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2 Timothy 2:15 -

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
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- Handling the Bible is not a play thing
- Not Ashamed before man and God

- To be approved by God

- You have to Divide the Word rightly....

- The study of the Bible is work.
- |t takes effort.
- It takes diligence.

- Timothy knew the Word of God and was well-equipped from his young age
- Timothy was taught the Word of God by his mother and grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5),
- he was discipled by Paul and served with Paul in ministry for years.

- Even still, Paul tells Timothy that he needed to be diligent in the study of the Word and
in rightly dividing the Word of truth.

- Without that continuing diligence in the Word, Timothy would not be able to stand
firm, and he would not be able to maintain sound teaching.

- Paul warned Timothy to pay attention to himself and to his teaching.

1 Timothy 4:16

16. Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will

save both yourself and those who hear you.

2 IS GGG 2 LBFSFSMBHGMSGID s1FFAemawunuilm, Qemeaismefled

Blem6V 6\ BMeTig.(H, QIILIGF ClFWEIMUMETTE), 2 6T 2 6T 2 LCHFHmHeH

CaLuarametuyb QL &g g8 061smeEneuml.

Page 1



HOWTO RIGHTLY DIVIDE THE WORD OF TRUTH? TBS-004 Pastor. Gabriel Thomasraj

HOW TO RIGHTLY DIVIDE THE WORD OF TRUTH?

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO RIGHTLY DIVIDE THE WORD OF TRUTH?

1. BE DISCERNING IN DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH - Qs6fls5 near@sn s55w
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2 Timothy 2:15 -

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
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RIGHTLY HANDING THE WORD OF GOD

- Now, the word of truth has to be taken to pieces wisely;

- itis not to be hacked or torn as by a wild beast, but rightly divided.

- There has to be DISCRIMINATION AND DISSECTION.

- Itis a great part of a minister’s duty to be able to dissect the gospel— to lay one
piece there, and another there, and preach with clearness, distinction, and
discrimination.

- Every gospel minister must divide between the covenant of works and the covenant
of grace.

- wisely discriminating.

2 Timothy 2:7 -

Consider what | say, and may the Lord give you understanding in all things.
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- ltis like a sword, and it was not meant to be played with.
- Thatis not rightly to handle the gospel.
= It must be used in earnest and pushed home.

- Swords are meant to cut and hack, and wound, and kill with,
- the word of truth is for pricking men in the heart and killing their sins.

- The word of God is not committed to God'’s ministers to amuse men with its
glitter, nor to charm them with the jewels in its hilt,
- but to conquer their souls for Jesus.

- He that rightly handles the word of God will never use it to defend men in their
sins, but to slay their sins.

- | desire to handle the word of God so that no man may ever find an excuse in my
ministry for his living without Christ, and living in sin, but may know clearly that sin
is a deadly evil, and unbelief the sure destroyer of the soul.
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- The gospel ought never to be used for frightening sinners from Christ.
- Sublime doctrines are rolled like rocks in the sinner’s way, and dark experiences set up
as a standard of horror which must be reached before a man may believe in Jesus:

- butrightly to handle the word of life is to frighten men to Christ rather than from him,
yea, to woo them to him by the sweet assurance that he will cast out none that come

- To get up a whirl of excitement, and to have people influenced by that excitement, so
that they think full surely that they are converted, has been done a great many times;
- but the bubble has, by-and-by, vanished.

- to use it to push truth home upon men for their present conversion,

- to use it for the striking down of their sins,

- to use it to draw men to Christ,

- to use it to arouse sinners,

- and to use it to produce, not mere profession, but a real work of grace in the hearts of
men.
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2 Timothy 2:15 -

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
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(Skilful, proficient, trained) - RIGHTLY CUTTING THROUGH
- We are dealing with the Word of truth
- So we need to take great care how we deal with it

- Ifits a lie, we dont have to worry much
- But we are dealing with Precious Truth
- Its like handling FRAGILE goods
- lts like Handling Precious Metals

a. GOD THE FATHER IS REVEALED AS “TRUTH"

Exodus 34:6-7

6 And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, merciful
and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, 7 keeping mercy for
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the

guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children’s children to
the third and the fourth generation.”
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Deuteronomy 32:4 -

He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are justice, A God of truth and
without injustice; Righteous and upright is He.
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b. GOD THE SON IS REVEALED AS “TRUTH"

John 14:6 -

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.
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c. GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT IS REVEALED AS “TRUTH"

John 16:13 -

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not
speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to
come.
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THIS IS DIRECT CONTRAST TO THE NATURE OF THE DEVIL

John 8:44 -

You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no
truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and
the father of it.
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THE CHURCH OF GOD IS THE PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRUTH
1 Timothy 3:15 -
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but if | am delayed, | write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in
the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground

of the truth.
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GOD’S WORD IS TRUTH

2 Timothy 2:15 -

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
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Psalm 119:142 -
Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, And Your law is truth.
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Psalm 119:160 -
The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your righteous
judgments endures forever.

2_DIPMLW QFEID Felpepld FFHFwid, 2 DLW B HwmuGIeOeTD MG HWLD.

Proverbs 12:22 -

Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, But those who deal truthfully are His delight.
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Proverbs 23:23 -

Buy the truth, and do not sell it, Also wisdom and instruction and understanding.
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- A ploughman stands here with his plough, and he ploughs right along from this end
of the field to the other, making a straight furrow.

- And so Paul would have Timothy make a straight furrow right through the word of
truth.

- I believe there is no preaching that God will ever accept but that which goes
decidedly through the whole line of truth from end to end,

- Itis always thorough, honest, and downright.

- As truth is a straight line, so must our handling of the truth be straightforward and
honest, without shifts or tricks.

Galatians 4:16 -
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Have | therefore become your enemy because | tell you the truth?
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John 8:45 -

But because | tell the truth, you do not believe Me.
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3. WISELY DISPENSING THE WORD OF TRUTH - 858w susaisems LISHS0STHSS
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2 Timothy 2:15 -

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
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DIVIDE THE SACRIFICES

- When they had a lamb or a sheep, a ram or a bullock to offer, after they had killed it,
it was cut in pieces, carefully and properly;

- it requires no little skill to find out where the joints are, so as to cut up an animal
discreetly.

- One thing the preacher has to do is to ALLOT TO EACH ONE HIS PORTION;

- one who is the steward of the house, has to apportion food to the different members of
the family.

- He has rightly to divide the loaves so as not to give the little children and the babes all
the crust;

- rightly to supply each one’s necessities, not giving the strong men milk, nor the babes
hard diet;

- not casting the children’s bread to the dogs, nor giving the swine’s husks to the
children,

- but placing before each his own portion.

1 Corinthians 3:1-3 -

1 And |, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as

to babes in Christ. 2 | fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were
not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are still carnal. For
where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving
like mere men?
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Hebrews 5:12-14

12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you
again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not
solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full

age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good
and evil.
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- We have also to divide a portion to the mourners
- we have to turn round upon the hypocrites

- For his mourners there is mercy,
- but for the deceiver and the hypocrite there is judgment without mercy.”

- deal out a portion to the seeker— when we say, “He that seeketh findeth, and to him
that knocketh it shall be opened.” “Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy
laden,” saith Christ, “for | will give you rest.”

- who think they are seekers, but who are delaying, “How long halt ye between two
opinions?”

CUTTING OUT the word for holy uses.

- Suppose | have a skin of leather before me, and | want to make a saddle.

- | take a knife, and begin cutting out the shape.

- | do not want those parts which are dropping off on the right, and round this corner;

- they are very good leather,

- but | cannot just now make use of them.

- | have to cut out my saddle, and | make that my one concern.

- The preacher, to be successful, must also have his wits about him, and when he has the
Bible before him he must use those portions which will have a bearing upon his grand
aim.

- He must make use of the material laid ready to his hand in the Bible.
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- Every portion of the word of God is very blessed, and exceedingly profitable, but it
may not happen to be connected with the preacher’s immediate subject, and therefore
he leaves it to be considered another time;

- and, though some will upbraid him for it, he is much too sensible to feel bound to
preach all the doctrines of the Bible in each sermon.

- He wants to have souls saved and Christians quickened, and therefore he does not for
ever pour out the vials, and blow the trumpets of prophecy.

- The preacher must thus separate the vital from the secondary, the practical from the
speculative, and the pressing and immediate from that which may be lawfully delayed;

- and in that sense he will rightly divide the word of truth.

HOW TO RIGHTLY DIVIDE THE WORD OF TRUTH?

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO RIGHTLY DIVIDE THE WORD OF TRUTH?

1. BE DISCERNING IN DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH - Qgeflbg wer@sn® &55lw
UFDSHMS LIGSS) LIMjseGeusvor (B

2. BE DEXTEROUS IN DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH - @miiggluna 555U 15615605
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3. WISELY DISPENSING THE WORD OF TRUTH - g58lw ausenigms LSbgH0lamhes
Geuemor (HLd

Page 8



